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la notion d'une differentiation sans cesse elarge, qui ne nie point la dependance 
de la societe politique a l'egard du sol, mais qui a cote de I 'adaptation passive 
et du determinisme naturel, 'reconnait la part legitime de I'adaptation active 
et du determinisme social." Mark Jefferson. 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 

Neue Grundlagen der BXeteorologie. Von Paul Hoitsy. 107 pp. Maps. 

Franklin-Verein, Budapest, igii. Mk. 2. 10x7. 

The author has well named his book. The Grundlagen are not only new, 
but most meteorologists will consider them unsafe. When the sun and moon 
are in certain special relations to one another, and to the earth, there results 
(so says the author) an effect upon pressure distribution on the earth's surface, 
which, in turn, controls weather. The peculiar astronomical combination can 
be predicted in advance. Hence long-range forecasts are possible. The critical 
dates for the year 1912 are given in an appendix. The author expresses his 
disbelief in the old superstitions which have to do with the relations between 
the moon's phases, and the moon's attraction, and the weather. His studies have 
led him too in a new direction in which he believes meteorology can make rapid 
advance. He gives no law governing the development of weather in general, 
but considers that certain cyclones and anticyclones, of a special origin, 
which appear at certain critical times, are controlled by this combination of 
solar and lunar influences. These special pressures and weather conditions 
repeat themselves with such regularity that even exceptions do not occur. 
The author modestly says that, although unable himself to establish the general 
laws of weather sequence, he has indicated the way for others to follow. 

R. DeC. Ward. 

Grandeur et Figure de la Terre. Par J. B. J. Delambre. Ouvrage 
augmente de notes, de cartes et publie par les soins de G. Bigourdan. viii and 
401pp. Gauthier-Villars, Paris, 1912. 15 frs. 10x6^. 

We have one of Delambre's two posthumous works in this account of the 
first attempt to determine the size of the earth by actual measurement. Bi- 
gourdan's careful revision of the original sees light opportunely in the wake 
of his countrymen's labors in Ecuador and Peru. He has amplified Delambre's 
manuscript, the additions or alterations having been placed in brackets or 
parentheses. The original character of the work has been preserved neverthless 
so that a technical version of the "first arc measurements is laid before the 
reader's eyes. Beginning with the first determination of the French meridian 
and an arc of a great circle in Lapland, the account of degree measurements 
made after 1800 is set forth in Delambre's wonted style. 

The unfinished condition of the original is felt despite Bigourdan's ably 
prosecuted task. He cannot be blamed for omissions arising from this source. 
His thoroughness is exemplified by the insertion of maps which Delambre had 
altogether failed to provide. 

The work possesses historical value which is bound to strike the attention 
of geographers interested in the growth of modern methods of determining 
the diameter of the earth. Leon Dominian. 

BIOGRAPHY 

Michael Heilprin and His Sons. A Biography. By Gustav Pollak. xv 
and 540 pp. Ills. Dodd, Mead & Co ., New York, 19 12. $3.50. 9x6^. 

To those who knew the Heilprins, this volume will serve as a memorial 
wholly worthy of the subject, a great father and two sons who left their mark 
upon their time. Yet, that is but narrowing the value of such a work as 
this. When sciolism is so well placed, when education seems so obscured in 
the rush for degrees and yet more degrees and the examination paper is the 
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end of study, it is well to study the lives of such men as these. Not one of 
them had been put through the educational mill, yet each was a man of the 
widest culture, three scholars without degrees a"nd without examinations. It 
would be well for the generation which is now scampering through the forms of 
education to pause for the reading of this sympathetic record. In some fashion 
equally without the advantage or the hindrance of curriculum, this father and 
two sons had learned the necessity of accuracy. It was the essential condition 
of all they knew, and the width of their knowledge was great. Whether the 
thought turns upon Michael studying the earlier canon of the Scriptures with 
a vision given to but few, or to Angelp in the shock of Pelee bursting under 
his feet, or to Louis in his blindness toiling over encyclopedias, the one thing 
seen is the passion to be right and to be content with nothing less than 
accuracy. It is a good lesson to learn. This biography of three teaches that 
lesson forcefully. There are structural defects in the volume, the literary 
critic will see them at once; but the. very things which are thus artlessly out 
of the classical scheme of biographical writing will but serve to make this 
intimate record of thinking men told in the expression of their thoughts all 
the better memorial to be treasured by those to whom the men meant familiar 
personalities. William Churchill. 

EDUCATIONAL GEOGRAPHY 

A Geography of the World. By B. C. Wallis. xvi and 369 pp. Maps, 
ills. , index. Macmillan Co., New York, 1911. 90 cents. 7^x5. 

In this text-book the author says that he has laid especial emphasis upon 
the quantitative measurements and expression of the facts as to the geographi- 
cal conditions under which man lives and works determined in relation to the 
world as a unit. Due to this method there is an unusually large amount of 
tables, graphs and other statistical matter. The book is divided into two parts. 
Part I deals with the world in general. It considers the great rivers, deserts, 
and other physiographic units of the world, as well as the peoples, animals, 
vegetables,' and industries. The physiographic influence on the organic in- 
habitants of the earth is taken up in each instance as far as space will permit. 
Part II comprises a study of each of the continents in detail, the inorganic 
control and its organic response being again taken up briefly for each organic 
element. W. J. Burroughs. 

Dent's Historical and Economic Geographies. By Horace Piggott and 
Robert J. Finch. Book 1: World Studies, xxiii and 390 pp. Maps, ills. 
J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd., London, 1912. 3s. 6d. •]% x s}4- 

The first of a series of six geographical text-books, intended primarily to be 
introductory to the rest of the series. It may, however, be used independently 
if so desired. The subject matter is developed according to the historical sequence 
of events. Starting with simple astronomy and geology, a condensed survey of 
these subjects being given, the authors take up the history of prehistoric and 
primitive man; climate and its relation to the organic inhabitants of the earth; 
the history of geographic exploration and discovery; maps and map-making; and 
lastly, some of the economic aspects and principles of geography. Each of the 
topics touched upon are illustrated with numerous photographs, maps, and dia- 
grams. W.'J. Burroughs. 

High School Geography. Part III: Regional Geography. By Charles R. 
Dryer. Bound with Parts I and II, to make 536 pages. American Book Co. 
1912. $1.30. 8x7>4. 

Parts I and II appeared last spring and were reviewed in this bulletin in 
May, 191a. Part III deals wholly with regional geography. Prof. Dryer divides 
the earth into five great climatic provinces. These he calls (1) intertropical 
provinces, (2) sub-tropical and warm temperate provinces, (3) temperate and 
intemperate provinces, (4) cold temperate provinces, and (5) polar provinces. 



